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(54) Alternative telephone call routing system 

(57) A telecommunication system includes a source 
private branch exchange (12) that transmits telephone 
calls from a source to a destination private branch ex- 
change (26) over a public switched telephone network 
(1 8). As an alternative to transmitting the calls over the 
public switched telephone network, the private branch 
exchange is coupled to a telephony internet server 30 



that can transmit telephone calls over a global wide area 
computer network such as the internet (32). The private 
branch exchange (12) queries the destination private 
branch exchange (26) to determine if it similarly coupled 
to a telephony Internet server. If so, the bandwidth used 
by the telephony Internet server will allow the transmis- 
sion of the telephone call, the call is routed over the In- 
ternet (32) to the intended recipient. 
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